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of Great Powers. In the same way England, France,
Germany and Austria took part in the settlement of
Eastern affairs made in 1878 by the Treaty of Berlin,
though none of them had been engaged in the previous
war between Russia and Turkey.

The position of Egypt as a part-sovereign state under
the suzerainty of the Porte is due to the intervention of
the Great Powers. Had they held aloof it is extremely
probable that Mehemet All would in 1839 have made
himself master of Constantinople, and have founded a new
-line of Ottoman Sovereigns. It is true that France was
unable to agree with the other powers as to the settle-
ment imposed upon the belligerents by the Treaty of
London of 1840, but she was not deemed to have lost in
consequence the right to take part in the further counsels
of Europe on Egyptian affairs, and in practice her voice
has not been by any means the least potent with regard
to them. The cutting of the Suez Canal has had the
effect of adding several new problems of great importance
to those which originally drew the attention of the Great
Powers to Egypt Whatever may be the result of the
British occupation of the country brought about by the
expedition of 1882, we may be quite sure that as it was
preceded, and in a measure sanctioned, by a Conference of
the Powers, so it will ultimately be succeeded by arrange-
ments which have received their consent. The final
settlement- must, in the words of Mr Gladstone, "be
arrived at with the intervention and under the authority
of Europe, and never could be adequately founded upon
the simple conclusion of any single power of Europe1."

The foregoing examples by no means exhaust the

-1 Speech in the House of Commons, Aug. 10, 1882.